GASPE OF YESTERDAY

WRECK OF THE SCHOONER "MARIE"

I I N RN

En route from Fercé to Québec with a
cargo of salmon, cod and oysters, the
schooner MARIE, Capt. John Baptiste
Dumas, laccer, is wrecked on the ceast
of Gaspesia between Cloridorme and
Grand Etang in November, 1809.
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WRECK OF THE SCHOONER "MARIE"

PREFACE

IN 1986, WHEN VANCOUVER'S "EXPO" PROVIDES THE WORLD
WITH VIVID EVIDENCE OF MANKIND'S PROGRESS IN THE
FIELDS OF TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION, THIS
STORY OF THE SHIPWRECK OF THE GASFESIAN SCHOONER,
"MARIE" WILL SERVE AS A REMINDER OF WHENCE WE

HAVE COME SINCE THE YEAR 1809,

THE SPIRIT AND FORTITUDE OF GASPESIAN MARINERS SUCH
AS CAPTAIN JEAN BAPTISTE DUMAS INCITES ADMIRATION.
AS THE MASTER OF THE SCHOONER "MARIE", STORM STAYED
AT PERCE AND WRECKED SUBSEQUENTLY ON THE RUGGED
NORTHERN COAST OF GASPESIA IN CRUEL NOVEMBER
WEATHER, CAPT. DUMAS MADE HIS WAY ON FOOT TO
GRIFFON COVE AND THEN FROM GRAND ETANG TO QUEEREC

TO RECORD THE STORY THAT FOLLOWS. |

DECLARATION AND PROTEST OF CAPTAIN JEAN BAPTISTE DUMAS,
MASTER OF THE SCHOONER, "MARIE",

Today, the nineteenth of the month of December in the
Year of Our Lord one theusand eight hundred and nine,
appeared before me, Jacques Voyer, Notary Public for

the Province of Lower Canada, resident at Quebec, under-
8igned, and witness below, Sieur Jean Baptiste Dumas,
formerly Master of the Schooner, MARIE of the burthen of
thirty one and two thirds tons, according to register,

who, after being duly sworn, declared and affirmed as
follows:

That the said schooner being well and duly equipped,
provisioned, ballasted and furnished, having anchors,
rigging and running gear and with sufficient crew for a
vessel of her size, on Wednesday the twenty fifth of
October last, having a partial load of seven "quarts" of
salmon and about fifty quintals of cod, set sail with
Sieur John Baptiste Dumas as Master and with Sieurs




2.

Joseph Béland, Joseph Dumas and John Dumas as seamen, from Percé
bound for Shediac to load oysters. They reached there on the
twenty seventh of the same month and,after loading sixty two
"barriques" of oysters,made sail on November the third to return
to Percé so as to complete loading prior to departure for their
destination of Quebec. Their voyage to Percé continued without
any extraordinary incident and they reached there on November
the seventh.

Having completed loading at Percé they set sail for Quebec and
continued on their way until the twelfth of November when it
turned very cold with a gale of wind from the North North West
and heavy snowfall. While over the Orphan Bank they were forced
to turn back and seek haven at Percé, where they arrived and
anchored on November the fourteenth.

Seeing that the weather remained stormy the deponent lightened
his vessel by unlioading twe beoatlcads of cod and disembarking a
passenger and one of his crewmen whose toes were frozen.

Having engaged another member of the crew,the deponent and
his seamen raised anchor and set sail to continue their voyage;
at about six thirty P.M. the wind rose from the East South East
with a heavy fall of snow. They continued on their way steering
a course North East alternately with one North North West, the
wind being very impetuous and the visibility almost nil. That the
same day at approximately three o'clock A.M. they grounded with
shattering force without having the least idea where they were.
About five or six o'clock A.M. the said deponent and crew.
seeing that they were at grave risk unless they disembarked, left
the vessel. At daybreak they recognized that they were between
Cloridorme and Grand ﬁtang. By evening of that day the storm
having moderated somewhat they returned on board and salvaged
the Mizzen, which had broken in two, the Main Sail, the steering
wheel, an anchor and a piece of cable. They also saved most of
the provisions from the storeroom.
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Having seen that the hull of the vessel was badly holed and
crushed ,they salvaged rigging and the pump and brought all to
shore and put it above the high water mark. As there was no
settlement there and no place to store things securely, the
said deponent and his crew decided to make their way to Anse
4 Griffon to seek help. Having reached this Cove the said
deponent left three the three men of his crew who were unable
to walk any further because their feet were swollen. The said
ddponent hired three men and a boat, embarked with them, and
returned to the place where they had left the salvaged things.
Having returned to the wreck the said deponent and the three
men that he had engaged loaded the salvaged items into the
said boat and took them to Grand étang prending the return of
good weather for the transfer of the goods to Ance & Griffon.
That bad weather continuing,the said deponent left all of the
salvaged goods in the charge of Sieur Maloin, one of the three
mén engaged, recommending to him that he take advantage of the
first spell of good weather to transport them to Ance & Griffon
and store them there in a safe place. He then left there (Grand
ﬁtang) for Quebec, accompanied by an Indian, and reached here
on Wednesday, December thirteenth.

This is why the said Jean Baptiste Dumas,as the Master of
the said Schooner,considered it his duty to protest by these
presents and does so protest to anyone that it may concern,
for each and every damage, loss, cost, expense and injury
which was or may be suffered and be caused to the owner of the
said vessel or to the goods and merchandise aboard it when it
was wrecked, and which had been loaded aboard the said schooner
at the ports of Gaspé and Shediac, in relation to the accident

as described above occasioned by the wreck of the said schooner
MARIE.
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Thus done and protested at Quebec in the Study of Jacques

Voyer the day and year above. The said deponent having declared
himself unable to sign his name hath made his mark in the

presence of us, the said Notaries and of the witnesses,

Archibald Campbell and John Miller after the same having been read
according to Law.

(SIGNATURES)

Jean Baptiste X Dumas
Jas. Voyer, N.P.

Arch. Campbell (Witness)
John Miller (Witness)
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